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NEWS

The government is consulting 
G oldman Sachs on how to help 
 universities attract private funding 
to finance overseas ventures.

Two representatives from the 
investment bank attended a “round 
table on higher education exports” 
held by David Willetts, the univer
sities and science minister, Times 
Higher Education has learned.

Details of the meeting on 8 May 
at the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills – which 
involved potential private investors 
– first emerged in EducationInvestor 
 magazine last week.

Since then, THE has learned that 
attendees were told by BIS that the 
meeting was “intended to cover the 
barriers to expansion, both real and 
perceived” and was an “opportu
nity” to discuss different models for 
transnational provision: “As part of 
this, the minister would like to con
sider the incentives and disincentives 
of models such as public/private 
partnerships.”

The discussion considered not just 
the financing of potential overseas 
branch campuses but also online 
ventures aimed at overseas markets.

Organisations in attendance 
included the Ontario Teachers’ 
 Pension Plan, which is thought to 
be willing to invest up to £200 mil
lion in such ventures. Others 
included private providers of infra
structure such as Serco and INTO; 
the universities of Essex, Notting
ham and Warwick and The Open 
University; private  institutions BPP, 
the College of Law and the Univer
sity of Buckingham; and the British 
Council.

It is thought that the meeting was 
also aimed at selecting individuals 
to accompany Mr Willetts on trade 
 visits to growing economies aimed 
at boosting UK academic exports.

A paper prepared for the meeting 
by Levant Education Consulting poses 
the question: “Is there a role for pri
vate finance in UK HE exports?” 

It says: “Clearly there is. In the 
current economic climate, the avail
ability of private finance, combined 
with the viability of UK HE [and] 
training as a sellable export, mean 
that new models that help build 
infrastructure…develop business 
partnerships, and attract a greater 
share of the international student 
market…are needed.”
john.morgan@tsleducation.com

A judge has quashed a decision by 
the Office of the Independent Adju
dicator for the first time in a devel
opment that could pave the way for 
legal challenges against the student 
complaints watchdog.

The OIA has been ordered to 
 revisit a case in which it awarded com
pensation to a student who argued 
that the London Business School had 
failed to deal properly with his claim 
that prejudice had caused him to lose 
PhD grants. It is the first time an OIA 
decision has been overturned since 
the body was established in 2004. 

Delivering his opinion at the 
Administrative Court at Manchester 
on 16 February, Judge Andrew Gil
bart QC criticised the business 
school for failing to apply its own 
appeals procedures properly. He also 
ruled that the OIA had neither dealt 
with the issue nor given proper rea
sons for its  decisions. 

The case arose after Tiago 
CardãoPito, now a faculty member 
at the Technical University of Lis
bon, claimed that he had suffered 
prejudice from his supervisor that 
had left him with grades too low to 

continue his PhD. He said this had 
cost him £17,000 a year in grants 
and maintenance from the London 
Business School and the Economic 
and Social Research Council.

Dr CardãoPito, who went on to 
obtain a PhD from the University of 
Strathclyde, took his complaint to 
the OIA in 2009 after the London 
Business School ruled that his case 
was not strong enough to  warrant 
an internal appeal. 

The OIA initially partly upheld his 
complaint and awarded him £400, 
but later increased this to £6,500 
after he began legal proceedings 
challenging the regulator’s decision. 

However, the court quashed both 
rulings and asked the OIA to look 
again at the case.

Nicola Bennison, a partner in law 
firm Eversheds’ education team, said 
the outcome was likely to encourage 
more legal challenges. “There will 
also be greater pressure now on the 
OIA to provide some objective jus
tification for the amount of any 
compensation it awards,” she said. 

David Palfreyman, director of the 
Oxford Centre for Higher Educa

tion Policy Studies, said the case had 
exposed a fundamental issue – that the 
OIA offered “peanuts in damages”.

Formally calculating compensa
tion to include the costs of accom
modation, travel and fees would 
push the  figures up, he said. 

Felicity Mitchell, deputy adjudi
cator at the OIA, said that the 
watchdog would be more explicit 
in how it decides awards in future. 
But she denied that the ruling would 
encourage more students to appeal. 

Dr CardãoPito, who represented 
himself in the case, was awarded 
£2,776 in court costs. He said that 
he deserves about £64,000 in com
pensation, but he stated that he was 
motivated by principle, not money. 

“The figure is important to the 
extent that it demonstrates the seri
ousness of the wrongdoing,” he said. 

Summing up the case, Judge Gil
bart agreed that the evidence raised 
“serious issues” about the super
vision Dr CardãoPito had received, 
but he was not able to rule on the 
prejudice issue itself. 

The London Business School said 
it would take on board the judge’s 
comments and review its appeals 
procedures, as well as cooperate with 
the OIA in its new investigation.
elizabeth.gibney@tsleducation.com

Withdrawing state support for 
access to higher education courses 
will stop thousands of prospective 
mature students from attending  
 university, a report has warned.

Under current plans, adults over 
the age of 24 will be forced to pay 
for the entire cost of level 3 studies 
– such as A levels or their equiva
lents – when 50 per cent of direct 
funding is removed in 201314.

However, the cuts are likely to 
have serious knockon effects for 
universities dependent on mature 
students, according to a study 
 published on 22 May that was  
compiled by the National Union of 

Students and  Million+, the group 
that represents many post1992 
 universities.

Based on a poll of almost 4,000 
mature students, the report, Never 
Too Late to Learn: Mature Students 
in Higher Education, found that 
nearly twothirds of mature under
graduates who apply to university 
with level 3 qualifications had com
pleted them after the age of 24.

“The prospect of either paying 
higher level 3 course fees upfront or 
taking on one or two years of further 
education fee loans as a precondi
tion for entry…is likely to act as a 
major disincentive,” it says.

Patrick McGhee, vicechancellor 
of the University of East London and 
chair of Million+, said politicians 
needed to realise that mature 
 students were a “major part” of 
higher education.

“The debate is always centred on 
17 or 18yearolds. Mature students 
are completely off the radar,” he 
said.

“We want the government to see 
mature students as an important 
part of social mobility.”

The report comes after an 11 per 
cent decline in the number of uni
versity applications by prospective 
mature students for 201213 entry.

Those from sixthformers fell by 
just 1.6 per cent.

Professor McGhee said that the 
study also set out to “bust many 
myths about mature students”.

For instance, only 10 per cent of 
the 429,460 mature undergraduates 
studying in 200910 already held 
degrees, it found, while just 5 per 
cent of the students polled are sup
ported by employers.

“Mature students are not study
ing as a leisure activity,” he said. 
“We found that they are actually 
more ambitious and careerfocused 
than younger students.”
jack.grove@tsleducation.com

BIS considers 
private role in 
overseas growth

Further legal challenges possible as court overrules 
OIA for the first time. Elizabeth Gibney reports  

Critical judgment for 
complaints watchdog

A mature reply to adult access cuts? Give up

Import/export model: braIn draIns and gaIns among major scIentIfIc natIons

Everyone knows that 
science is an inter
national profession, 
but data from the US 
National Bureau of 
Economic Research 
have given a clear 
 picture of which 
 countries export their 
talent and which have 
researchers flocking  
to their shores. 

The bureau’s paper, 
Foreign Born  Scientists: 
Mobility  Patterns for 
 Sixteen Countries, found 
that at 57 per cent, 
 Switzerland has the 
largest proportion of 
immigrant scientists – 
defined as those in the 
study who lived elsewhere 
aged 18 – followed by 
Canada (47 per cent) 

and Australia (45 per 
cent). India has the 
lowest share, followed 
by Italy and Japan. 

India is also the top 
exporter: almost 40 per 
cent of its scientists in 
the study work abroad, 
compared with just 5 per 
cent of Americans. 

The data come from 
a survey of 17,182 

scientists in 16 countries 
who published in biology, 
chemistry, earth sciences 
and environmental 
sciences in 2011. 

Each was asked about 
their current location, the 
country where they lived 
at 18, whether they had 
previously worked abroad 
and their reasons for 
moving. 

The survey shows 
that in general, countries 
recruit from neighbouring 
nations, although cultural 
ties are also important: 
for example, UK scientists 
are the largest national 
group among immigrant 
scientists in Australia. 

It also says that 
56 per cent of UK 
scientists have inter

national experience, 
compared with 78 per 
cent of Germans and just 
19 per cent of Americans. 

The report states  
that Spanish emigrants 
are most likely to return 
home and Indian 
scientists are the most 
likely to stay abroad 
permanently.

Elizabeth Gibney
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David Phillips steps 
down as president of 
the Royal Society of 
Chemistry next month, 
but his image will 
remain prominent at 
the society’s head
quarters in Burlington 
House, London. 

The former head of 
chemistry at Imperial 
College London has been 
painted by Tess Barnes, 
former Royal Institution 
artistin residence, for 
Drawn to Science, an 
exhibition of portraits of 
scientists. Robert Parker, 
the RSC’s chief executive, 
said: “We liked it so 
much that we decided 
we should have it.”

The next president 
will be Lesley Yellowlees.


