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40 15 University of Essex 76.98 112 5.8 5.9 5.6 5.8 5.8 5.8 6.0 5.6 5.3 5.4 5.6 5.7 5.9 4.8 5.4 5.9 4.9 5.3 5.7 5.7 5.3 5.8
41 18 University of Central Lancashire 76.68 115 5.6 5.7 5.3 5.7 5.7 5.5 5.9 5.7 5.3 5.9 5.7 5.7 5.9 5.2 5.4 5.8 5.0 5.2 6.4 5.3 5.5 5.7
42 56 Sheffield Hallam University 76.47 182 5.8 5.8 5.5 5.9 5.6 5.4 5.9 5.8 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.8 5.7 5.5 5.1 5.6 4.8 5.5 6.2 5.5 5.4 6.0

=43 25 University of Surrey 76.27 103 5.6 5.7 5.6 5.4 5.6 5.7 6.0 5.7 5.6 5.3 5.5 5.5 5.7 6.1 5.7 5.6 4.1 4.8 6.1 5.3 5.8 5.9
=43 67 University of Chester 76.27 101 5.9 6.1 5.8 5.5 5.8 5.3 6.0 5.4 5.4 5.3 5.8 6.0 5.6 5.1 4.7 5.7 4.9 5.3 5.8 5.6 5.3 5.8

45 40 Northumbria University 76.13 149 5.7 5.7 5.5 5.9 5.6 5.3 5.8 5.9 5.4 5.3 5.4 5.7 5.9 5.3 4.9 5.7 4.9 5.2 6.5 5.4 5.5 6.1
46 39 Keele University 76.11 76 5.7 5.8 5.4 5.6 6.0 5.8 6.1 5.5 5.4 5.5 5.5 5.8 5.7 5.1 5.2 5.4 4.7 5.5 5.6 5.4 5.3 5.8
47 60* Heriot-Watt University 75.76 97 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.7 6.1 5.5 5.5 5.1 5.4 5.7 5.5 5.7 4.8 5.7 4.9 5.3 5.7 5.4 5.8 5.9

=48 37 University of Gloucestershire 75.66 100 5.8 5.9 5.7 5.6 5.6 5.4 6.0 5.5 5.4 5.4 5.6 6.1 5.4 5.0 5.2 5.4 4.6 5.3 5.6 5.8 5.1 5.7
=48* – University of Chichester 75.66 37 5.8 6.1 5.4 5.2 6.1 5.1 6.3 5.2 5.4 5.4 5.4 6.2 5.4 5.2 5.1 5.2 4.9 5.7 5.9 5.6 5.6 5.9

50 68 University of Bristol 75.55 142 6.0 5.8 5.7 6.3 5.8 6.0 5.9 5.7 5.3 3.8 5.5 5.4 5.0 5.3 5.7 5.7 4.2 5.2 5.7 5.4 5.2 6.2
51* – University of Abertay Dundee 75.52 41 5.8 6.0 5.4 5.4 5.7 5.3 5.9 5.6 5.4 5.4 5.5 5.9 6.0 5.8 4.5 5.5 5.1 5.3 6.0 5.8 4.2 5.9
52 35 Nottingham Trent University 75.43 196 5.7 5.6 5.5 5.9 5.7 5.6 5.9 5.6 5.3 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.5 5.6 5.1 5.3 4.8 5.4 5.9 5.4 5.2 5.9
53 69 Royal Holloway, University of London 75.38 102 5.9 5.9 5.8 5.1 5.6 5.8 6.2 5.5 5.4 4.7 5.5 5.8 5.6 4.9 5.8 5.5 3.9 5.4 5.9 5.5 5.2 5.7
54 =72* York St John University 75.12 56 5.6 5.9 5.5 5.4 5.8 5.4 6.1 5.5 5.3 4.9 5.6 6.1 6.0 4.9 5.0 5.6 4.8 5.3 5.7 5.6 5.1 5.7
55 53 Aston University 75.04 76 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.8 5.6 5.8 5.6 5.4 4.8 5.7 5.3 5.9 5.8 4.8 5.8 4.7 4.9 5.9 5.3 5.2 5.9
56 66 Leeds Metropolitan University 74.81 120 5.5 5.6 5.3 5.8 5.6 5.2 5.8 5.7 5.2 4.9 5.3 5.6 5.7 5.4 5.4 5.7 4.6 5.4 6.2 5.6 5.8 5.7
57 79 University of Sunderland 74.76 69 5.7 5.7 5.4 5.4 5.3 5.4 5.9 5.7 5.3 4.7 5.7 6.0 5.7 5.3 4.9 5.7 4.4 5.3 6.3 5.7 5.7 5.6
58 59 Brunel University 74.67 105 5.2 5.4 5.3 5.5 5.5 5.6 5.8 5.8 5.3 5.5 5.3 5.2 6.0 5.4 5.8 5.6 4.7 4.5 6.1 5.2 6.2 5.6
59* – University of Wales, Newport 74.41 40 5.7 5.8 5.5 5.1 5.5 5.0 6.0 5.5 5.4 5.1 5.5 6.1 5.3 5.4 5.3 5.5 5.0 4.9 5.9 5.6 5.6 5.7
60 71 University of Huddersfield 74.39 141 5.7 5.9 5.6 5.5 5.5 4.8 5.8 5.7 5.5 5.0 5.3 5.9 5.7 5.3 5.0 5.5 4.6 5.3 6.1 5.5 4.7 5.9
61 55 University College London 74.11 131 5.9 5.5 5.6 5.8 5.4 5.8 5.7 5.6 5.3 5.3 5.3 5.1 5.7 5.4 5.1 5.5 4.6 5.1 5.6 5.2 4.8 6.0
62 61 Imperial College London 74.04 154 5.9 5.5 5.5 4.8 5.0 6.0 5.6 6.0 5.3 4.6 5.1 5.2 5.8 5.8 5.5 5.6 4.4 5.1 6.4 4.4 6.1 5.7
63 26* University of Sussex 73.86 102 5.9 5.8 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.5 6.2 5.3 5.1 4.4 5.5 5.6 5.3 4.6 5.2 5.6 4.2 5.0 6.4 5.5 5.0 5.9

=64 46 Staffordshire University 73.78 107 5.6 5.8 5.4 5.1 5.2 5.1 5.6 5.6 5.4 5.1 5.4 5.8 5.4 5.4 5.3 5.5 5.1 5.4 6.3 5.6 5.1 5.4
=64 49* Southampton Solent University 73.78 69 5.6 5.7 5.1 5.8 5.6 5.1 5.7 5.2 5.4 4.7 5.4 5.8 5.8 5.4 5.3 5.3 4.8 5.4 5.9 5.6 4.8 5.7
=66* – Arts University College, Bournemouth 73.74 33 6.0 6.2 5.8 5.8 5.6 4.7 6.1 5.7 5.5 4.3 5.5 6.1 5.2 5.8 4.1 5.1 4.1 5.7 5.8 5.5 3.4 6.0
=66 81* University of Bradford 73.74 75 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.0 5.1 5.3 5.5 5.6 5.4 5.1 5.5 5.7 5.7 5.3 5.0 5.2 5.2 4.9 6.0 5.5 5.7 5.6

68 44 University of Aberdeen 73.71 102 5.8 5.8 5.7 5.9 5.6 5.9 6.0 5.6 5.3 3.3 5.5 5.4 5.8 5.2 4.6 5.4 4.1 5.3 5.1 5.5 6.0 6.0
69 62 De Montfort University 73.55 105 5.4 5.6 5.2 5.6 5.3 5.3 5.6 5.6 5.2 5.2 5.3 5.6 5.9 5.3 5.3 5.6 4.5 5.1 6.3 5.4 4.8 5.4
70 54* University of Derby 73.54 101 5.6 5.7 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.0 5.8 5.6 5.3 5.1 5.3 5.7 5.5 5.1 5.3 5.6 4.9 5.1 6.0 5.3 4.7 5.7
71* – Edge Hill University 73.31 49 5.7 5.8 5.3 4.9 5.5 5.0 5.9 5.6 5.3 4.8 5.4 6.0 5.8 5.2 4.9 5.6 4.5 5.4 5.7 5.2 5.6 5.6
72 65 University of the West of England 73.22 198 5.5 5.7 5.4 5.6 5.5 5.5 5.7 5.5 5.2 5.2 5.3 5.6 5.0 5.3 5.1 5.3 4.6 4.9 6.2 5.4 5.5 5.6
73 75 University of Salford 73.10 102 5.7 5.6 5.4 5.2 5.4 5.4 5.7 5.5 5.3 4.9 5.5 5.7 5.5 5.5 4.6 5.5 4.2 5.3 6.0 5.6 5.2 5.7
74 58 King’s College London 73.06 136 5.8 5.7 5.4 5.6 5.4 5.3 5.7 5.4 5.1 5.6 5.2 5.5 5.3 5.1 4.9 5.5 4.9 5.0 5.9 5.4 4.6 5.8
75* – University of Worcester 72.51 48 5.6 5.5 5.4 5.1 5.4 5.2 5.8 5.3 5.4 4.7 5.4 5.8 5.7 4.9 5.2 5.2 4.7 5.0 5.8 5.4 5.3 5.6
76 64 Bournemouth University 72.49 131 5.4 5.6 5.1 5.6 5.5 5.3 5.7 5.5 5.2 5.3 5.4 5.6 5.3 5.5 5.1 5.2 4.7 4.9 5.8 5.2 5.0 5.7
77 76* Roehampton University 72.47 62 5.7 5.8 5.5 5.4 5.5 5.3 6.0 5.4 5.0 5.1 5.4 5.4 5.2 4.8 5.2 5.3 4.5 5.0 5.8 5.2 4.9 5.7
78 51 Queen Mary, University of London 72.41 116 5.7 5.5 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.5 5.5 5.3 5.1 5.3 5.4 5.4 5.5 4.9 5.3 5.3 4.4 5.2 5.5 5.3 5.3 5.7

of Shef field. Undergraduates voted its students’
union number one in the country, and Sheffield
also achieved top marks for its library and
social life. The University of East Anglia comes
in third place, closely followed by the
University of Cambridge.

Ask most sixth-formers what matters most
to them when choosing a university and,
unsurprisingly, a good course and excellent
teaching feature heavily.

The universities of Oxford and Cambridge
both score highly in these areas, coming
number one in the category “high-quality staff/
lectures”. Oxford is also voted the best for
good personal relationships with teaching staff.

However, sixth-formers told THE that 
non-academic factors played a key part in
their decision-making too.

“I didn’t want to be a student in London –

I wanted to go to the more ‘campusy’ unis,”
says Tabatha Bergin, a student at Saffron
Walden County High School. “It is an 
amazing city and I want to live there after 
I’ve gradu ated but I want to go to uni in a
student city. London is expensive and you
wouldn’t be able to afford any of the things
you’d want to do.”

Meanwhile, knowing that her degree will
not be an easy ride, would-be medic Fiona
Hartley wants to study in a university where
she will be able to let off steam when she is
not slogging away at her books. Although 
the number one priority for the student at
Pershore High School is to study in a city 
with a major hospital, she also wants good
extracurricular activities.

“It has to be a place I like living in because
I’m going to be there for a long time – a place

where I’ll meet lots of people and be able to do
all the clubs I want to do.”

Dawkes says she crossed one London
university off her shortlist because “I’m quite
sporty and it didn’t seem to centre that much
around sport”. 

According to our survey, the universities
offering the best social lives are Leeds,
Loughborough and Sheffield, while the best

extracurricular activities and societies can be
found at Oxford, Loughborough, the Univer -
sity of Warwick, UEA, Cambridge, Durham
University and Sheffield. The top sports
facilities are at Loughborough.

Lizzi Routledge, another student at Saffron
Walden County High School, plans to start a
maths degree this September. One criterion she
used in narrowing down where to study was
whether it had a 24-hour library.

“I know it sounds weird,” she says. “The
thing is that once I start to work, I get to a
point where I want to keep going. I’m the kind
of person who can work all through the night.
I can’t work at home in my bedroom at all –
there are far too many distractions. Being in
the library gets you in the right mindset.”

Students taking part in our survey voted
Oxford and Sheffield as having the best 

University Overall ranking
Robert Gordon University 25
Teesside University 31
University of Portsmouth 34
University of Lincoln =36
University of Winchester 38
University of Plymouth 39
University of Central Lancashire 41
Sheffield Hallam University 42
University of Chester =43
Northumbria University 45

Six new universities made it into the top 40.

HIGH-PERFORMING NEW UNIVERSITIES
Ask most sixth-formers what matters
most when choosing a university and,
unsurprisingly, a good course and
excellent teaching feature heavily, but
non-academic factors play a part too
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